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SCHOOL SPIRIT RETURNS 
TROPIC LIKE IT’S HOT, TWINKIE DAY, TOGA DAY, SUPERHERO DAY,  COLOR WARS

Chase Reavis, Editor

Every year, the first full 
week of school is a school 
spirit-centric week in which 
the students are allowed to 
dress up in togas, wear ca-
pes around school, and even 
spray their hair purple for a 
day. In years passed, parti-
cipation has been slim, and 
teachers have even offered 
bonus points to students 

who dress up to get them 
to participate. This kind of 
prompting wasn’t necessary 
at all this year. According 
to senior class co-president 
Maddie Stewart, this year 
“school morale was higher 
than anyone could have ever 
anticipated.  Participation 

was amazing and then we 
topped it off with the best 
Howdy Assembly ever.”  

Howdy Week isn’t just 
a week of fun and games, 
though. Of course, pur-
ple hair and capes and bed 
sheet togas are all part of the 
agenda, but the endgame of 
Howdy Week is the Burning 
of George and the first foot-
ball game, this year hosted 
at Choctaw. The Burning 
of George, Cheyenne Green 
explained, “was amazing,” 
before going on about how 
“it felt like how it used to be-
cause the community came 
out to support our school 
and our team.” Maddie 
Stewart added that “there 
was a sense of togetherness 
this year that we’ve been lac-
king for a while

Green and Stewart both 
agreed that in order to keep 
this school spirit up, a lot 
of communication is man-
datory. Twitter is a main 
portion of that communi-
cation as the two help run 
three school-oriented twit-
ter accounts: @sapseniors 
@sapulpabluecrew AND  

@Sapstuco16 . As well as 
utilizing twitter to promote 
school spirit, several themed 
days are planned throug-
hout the year.  The two con-

cluded with their hope for 
this year: “Our goal this year 
is to bring everyone together 
and keep the school spirit 
alive. We’ve changing attitu-
des. We want having school 
spirit to be the cool thing,”

“There was a sense 
of togetherness this 

year that we’ve 
been lacking for a 

while. “

@sapseniors 
@sapulpabluecrew 

@Sapstuco16

Congrats Sapulpa High students on a successful Howdy week!  Over the past 12 years 
I have witnessed the school spirit diminish.  The lack of participation and support has 
decreased.  Because of your efforts since August, I have observed a positive change 
in our school.  This year the hallways seem more alive and you all have been excited 
and supportive of one another.  For the first time in years student actually dressed up 
for each theme day.  Your excitement spilled onto the teachers.  More and more tea-
chers have also participated this year.  The Burning of George was an event that actually 
brought students and members of the community together with a carnival atmosphere.  
The Howdy assembly was incredible.  Once again students were finally up on stage in 
skits or games.  The number of students out of their seats dancing and cheering was as-
tounding.  I am a former graduate of Sapulpa High and hold these traditions near to me.  
It was great to see you all alive and excited once again, and bringing traditions back.  I 
look forward to what these changes will bring for the remainder of the year.  

Ms. Admire:

Senior Class Queen



Abbi Keeling, Staff

Online classes are slowly be-
coming a big part of everyday 
education. Many students are 
considering enrolling in onli-
ne classes to eliminate some 
classes needed at a traditional 
school and some are even com-
pletely withdrawing from their 
traditional school and enrolling 
as a full time student in an onli-
ne public school. Of course, with 
anything, there are going to be 
benefits as well as downfalls.

How many people have ever 
had their computer freeze up 
and completely reset? It’s a 
frustrating thing to deal with on 
its own, but imagine being half 
way through an assignment and 
your computer crashing. Talk 
about irritating! Well, this is a 
big problem for a lot of people 
taking online classes because 
not only do you have to worry 
about power outages and inter-

net connection, you also have to 
worry about viruses. A promi-
nent portion of online schools 
and courses haven’t worked out 
all the kinks in their system and 
it can infect your computer! Add 
this on top of the lack of hands 
on activities and socialization, 
it can be too much for some 
people. Once someone is frus-
trated, he tends to care a little 
less and this can cause him 
to fall behind. So, unless you 
have done all the research on 
graduation and college require-
ments, the situation of working 
on your own without guidance, 
and the risks of online classes, I 
wouldn’t recommend jumping 
head first.

While there are a lot of cons 
when it comes to online educa-
tion, let’s talk a little about the 
pros! Some people struggle with 
staying with the pace of their 
tea-cher. This problem is 
eliminated with online classes,     , 

they promote working ahead 
and finishing early! It seems 
that it would be a lot easier to 
work at your own speed, not to 
mention without the distraction 
of others, bullying included, or 
the unfamiliarity of  traditional 
school. Then you can move on to 
the next course for more credits 

or spend your extra time partici-
pating in sports or taking part in 
other activities outside of school. 
This allows for a more relaxed 
lifestyle and more opportunities 
for concurrent enrollment and 

graduating early. SO , all in all, 
online school could be a great 
opportunity for credit recovery, 
early graduation, schedule flexi-
bility, or even for students stru-
ggling with social disorders.

Cassi Mundell, Staff

Some teenagers have low self 
esteem. As a teen, you now have 
more responsibility to choose 
between right and wrong. Your 
parents are no longer constantly 
by your side. Positive self-esteem 
gives you the courage to be your 
own person, believe in your 
own values, and make the right 
decision when the pressure is 
on.Your friends can put a lot of 
pressure on you. You want to be 
part of a crowd. The crowd may 
be the “cool” crowd, the “jock” 
crowd, the “computer” crowd, or 
the “brainy” crowd. Belonging to 
a crowd is a part of growing up. It 

helps you learn to be a friend and 
learn about the world around 
you.

Whenever you feel terrible 
about yourself because of what 
someone said or the way you look 
at yourself, get a new perspecti-
ve. Think about all of the good 
things about yourself  instead of 
hating yourself because nobody 
can be you, If people are rude to 
you and treat you like you don’t 
belong, just remember who you 
are and realize that no one can 
change you but you. If you feel 
that the other person has deeper 
issues, then you can personally 
help them with. Try suggesting 
that they attend therapy. Both 
cognitive behavioral therapy and 
psychodynamic therapy can help 
with low self-esteem. If you are 
alone and no one knows how sad 
you are, talk to someone close 
and tell them how you feel and 
I guarantee they will help you.
Always remember things will be 
bad before they are good, It has 
to be dark for the stars to appear.
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Low self esteem? 
That’s a’ight! 
You still hot. 
You still right. 
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Online classes: more like 
flatline classes?

#BodyPosi
Regan Wright, Staff

Society has put out an ima-
ge that you shouldn’t have 

freckles, or be short, or thick, 
and it really takes a toll on so-
meone. Accept your shape, your 
size, your feature, because they 
make you, you. They make you 
unique, lovable, and capable 
to do anything, and everything 
you want. Who cares what 
that guy on twitter said, or the 
people who (rudely) stare, and 
even the BMI scale (Body Mass 
Index). Instead, realize that 
beauty is limitless, and res-
pect yourself inside and out.    
As for myself, I know I have 
struggled in the past with my 
weight. I wore baggy pants, 
and baggy shirts just so no one 

would see the real me. Rather 
than expressing myself through 
clothes, I was too embarrassed 
to go to the mall and try on 
clothes, because I was ashamed 
to be a plus size girl. Instead 
of hating myself, I completely 
turned around my mind set, 
and realized how important 
being confident actually is. 
      No matter what height, 
weight, skin color, anything, 
you are worth so much more 
than you think you are. As so-
meone who understands how 
it feels to look at yourself and 
think “Ew”, I know what it’s 
like, and I know what it’s like to 
overcome the complete and ut-
ter negativity running through 
yourself in order to fully appre-
ciate your body, but you can 

FOCUS

“ Whenever you 
feel terrible about 
yourself because 
of what someone 
said...get a new 

perspective.”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Destinie Husman, Staff 
 
Echosmith is an indie pop 
group formed in 2009 in 
Chino, California. All of them 
members are siblings: Gra-
ham, Sydney, Noah, and Jamie 
Sierota. They signed with War-
ner Bros. Records in May 2012. 
There two most popular songs 
are “Cool Kids” and “Bright.” 
“Cool Kids” reached number 13 
on the Billboard Hot 100 and 
was certified double plati-
num by the RIAA with over 
1,200,000 sales in the United 
States and double platinum 
also by ARIA in Australia. It 
had 1.3 million downloads 
sold. The group’s debut album, 
Talking Dreams, was released 
on October 8, 2013.  
The band has said they had 
many influences including 
Echo & the Bunnymen, The 
Smiths, Coldplay, U2, The 

Killers, Joy Division, and Fleet-
wood Mac. Echosmith has also 
released a variety of covers of 
songs such as “I Will Wait” by 
Mumford and Sons, “Lights” by 
Ellie Goulding, “Set Fire to the 
Rain” by Adele, and “Princess 
of China” by Coldplay and 
Rihanna. The band is managed 
by their father, producer, and 
songwriter Jeffery David. They 
were named one of the “100 
Bands You Need to Know” by 
Alternative Press. Their most 
recent tours were Neon Trees, 
Echosmith Headlining Tour, 
and Blurryface Tour. If you’re 
into indie rock and ‘80s dance-
rock-influenced bands, give 
them a look.

Echosmith 

Regan Wright, Staff

Now that fall is slowly, but 
surely on its way, tons of 

fall fashion trends for both girls 
and guys are hitting the sto-
res. From shoes, to hair, I got 
you guys, don’t worry! There is 
always cheap affordable ways 
to be trendy. For example, DIY 
(Do It Yourself) projects are 
absolutely HUGE right now. If 
you have an old sweater, and a 
sweatshirt you don’t really care 
about, cut up your sweater and 
make your own DIY elbow patch 
sweater! All you need is scis-
sors, and hot glue. Cut a shape 
out of your old, unused sweater, 
glue it to your sweatshirt, and 
walla, there you have it! A cute 
and stylish way to start off this 
cool fall weather! Other than 
just DIY trends, more massive 
trends include flannels (Around 
the waist, over a shirt, or even 
buttoned up topped off with 
a messy ponytail is hot right 
now.), booties (No, no, not that 
kind. Roll your pant legs up 
where they’re slightly on top of 
your booties, and your outfit just 
got so much cuter!), and lastly 
fringe (Just about anything with 
fringe like a purse, shoes, skirts, 
are totally something that will 
give you that edgy look for about 
any time of day.)!

   Inexpensive stores to shop for 
womens clothing;

Forever 21

Charlotte Russe

Old Navy

Those are just three out of a 
bunch of affordable places 

to shop. Usually either online or 
in stores, they have all kinds of 
deals which is totally awesome if 
you’re on a budget. 

Just because I’m a girl, doesn’t mean 
that I don’t know trends for the 

guys!
I can not express how big denim is 

right now, not only for guys, but also for 
girls. Anything denim is rad no matter 
who you are. Anybody and everybody 
can rock it! Another statement that’s 
definitely going around are joggers. 
Joggers are basically any kind of style of 
jeans, acid wash, light, dark, even colo-
red jeans, but rather the rough jean feel 
that can sometimes be uncomfortable, 
they are transformed to a comfortable 
stretchy fabric that are typically elas-
tic at the ankles. There are 2 ways you 
can wear these, you can either dress 
up, or dress down. There is literally no 
inbetween. Finally our last trend, laye-
ring. Layering is outrageous right now. 
Either with jewelry, clothes, or even 
socks for you ballers out there, you can 
do about anything with the term “laye-
ring”. Guys, to spice up your night out 
look, button up yourself a denim shirt, 
slide a sweater over it, and maybe throw 
on a coat if it’s a little chillier than ex-
pected. 

Inexpensive stores to shop for mens 
clothing:

H&M
Old Navy
Zumiez
Although these are just tips, you’ll 

look lovely in whatever you wear!

Fall-ing in 
love with 
fashion - one 
elbow patch 
at a time.

Denim Button Up

This highlighted 
idea comes from 

the main text. This 
one has 5 lines and 

come in pairs
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named one of the 
100 Bands You 

Need to Know by 
Alternative Press.”

DIY Elbow Patch

Kamry Fanning, Staff

As I’m sure everyone already 
knows, the Tulsa State Fair has 
just passed! I know I’m always 
super excited to be able to go 
and this year we had quite a lot 
to look forward to. This year we 
had livestock and horse shows, 
competitive exhibits, Miss Tulsa 
State Fair Pageant, picking and 
fiddling championships, and the 
Oklahoma State sugar art show. 
Also this year, Colt Ford, Hin-
der, For King & Country, Andy 
Grammer, Dustin Lynch, and 
Sean Kingston played live!

 Along with all this, they still 
had everyone’s favorite foods: 
funnel cakes, corn dogs, tur-
key legs, and bacon wrapped 
everything. As far as I know, we 
saw no difference in the rides 
however! Nonetheless, the fair 
was GOAT-ASTIC this year! The 
turn out was incredible!

What’s your favorite 
thing about the fair?

“Indian tacos!”
-Haley Miller

“Crazy dancer!”
-Tyler Gentry

“Mega Drop!”
-Jennifer Tillock

“Zipper!”
-Cayden Araddocle

“Cyclone Coaster!”
-Tristan Rayner

“Funnel cakes!”
-Darian Hartman

“Fireball!”
-Liseanne Yazzie  

Mary Ostrander, Staff

Is sleeping with your phone 
dangerous? Sleeping with your 
phone can make your phone get 
too hot and possibly catch your 
bed on fire. Phone manuals note 
that there is a risk of a fire if the 
device is covered by bedding for 
long periods of time.  Cell pho-
nes can also keep you awake, 
they give off what’s known as 
blue light. Blue light is a type 
that studies show can disrupt the 
sleep-inducing hormone melato-
nin and disrupt sleep. Blue light 
emits rays that makes our body 
think it’s daylight and wakes us 
up. There has been no research 
to prove that cellphones cau-
se cancer, because they give off 
such low doses of electromagne-
tic radiation. However they still 
say it’s dangerous to sleep with 
it near you. It is more dangerous 
for children, because they have 
thinner skulls.

While some teens sleep with 
their phones to use as an alarm 
clock, but it’s a different story for

others. Some teens sleep with 
their phones so they can answer 
any texts or calls they get while 
sleeping. That “on call” status 
can be dangerous, by showing 
obligation and addiction to their 
phones. They will wake up in the 
middle of the night and talk to 
someone in fear that the person 
will think they are mad at them. 
They are willing to risk their 
health just to fit in and be accep-
ted. Overall, sleeping with your 
phone is shown to be a health 
risk and should not be done. 

Sleeping With
Your Phone

Upcoming Concerts:
Emily Reed, Staff 

October 29: Jamey Johnson (Cain's Ballroom)
November 1: Mayday Parade and Real Friends (Cain's Ballroom)
November 14: Young the Giant (Cain's Ballroom)
November 21: Michael Bolton (Choctaw Casino Hotel)
December 7: The Neighbourhood (Cain's Ballroom)
December 10: The Dreamers (The Vanguard)
December 12: Green Corn Rebellion (Tulsa)

Morgan Medina, Staff

The Fill-In Boyfriend is a co-
ming of age novel by Kasie 

West. The novel is regarding a 
teenage girl, Gia Montgomery 
who dolefully gets dumped 
by her boyfriend, Bradley in 
her high school parking lot on 
prom night. Gia does the uni-
maginable and persuades the 
attractive guy waiting to pick 
up his sitting to pretend to be 
her boyfriend for the night. The 
plan was to go into prom have a 
few dances, introduce the fake 
boyfriend to friends, then get 
into a fight for the break scene. 
 Days after prom, Gia 
finds herself still thinking about 
her fake boyfriend. Gia wants 
the fill-in boyfriend to be her ac-

tual boyfriend, but how does she 
do that without uncovering the 
lies she told and maybe demo-
lishing her friendships with her 
friends.  Kasie West did a great 
job in this descriptive writing, 
of a strong, beautiful young girl 
finding true love and discove-
ring herself.

The Fill-In Boyfriend

Did You Know?

Regan Wright, Staff 

- The air that comes out of your 
nostrils when you sneeze can excel 
about 100 mph!

- It is also impossible to sneeze 
with your eyes open (believe me, 
I’ve tried to prove that wrong)!

- The human body will shed at 
least 40 pounds of skin throug-
hout its lifetime, and it’ll make 
about a cup of snot a day! Ew!

by Beverly Gonzalez

New Words in the Dictionary
Emily Reed, Staff 

Twitterati: users of the social 
networking service “Twitter”, 
typically referring to those with 
a high amount of followers.

Eggcorn: a word or phrase 
that sounds like and is mis-
takenly used in a seemingly logi-
cal or plausible way for another 
word or phrase either on its own 
or as part of a set of expression.

Awesomesauce: extremely 
good; excellent.

Mkay: non-standard spelling 
of OK, representing an informal 
pronunciation.

Mic drop: an instance of 
deliberately dropping or tossing 
aside one’s microphone at the 

end of a performance or speech 
one considers to have been par-
ticularly impressive.

NBD: short for No Big Deal.
Brainfart: a temporary 

mental lapse or failure to reason 
correctly.

Hangry: bad tempered or 
irritable as a result of hunger.

Weak sauce: something that 
is of poor or disappointing stand

“You are not your 
body...you’re 

beautiful.”

become body positive. Remem-
ber: you are not your body, you’re 
beautiful.

Destinie Husman, Staff

 Often times when we think about peer pressure, we think of all of the 
negative things that come along with it. You can take a well behaved, straight 
A student and put them with the wrong crowd and eventually they won’t be 
that same person anymore. Why? Because all it takes is a little peer pressure 
to change a person’s lifestyle. People worry too much about what others think 
about them and how they see them. So they’ll do whatever their “friends” 
consider to be cool. There’s always going to be people who are going to give 
into peer pressure. But, what about those who are pressuring people? They’re 
no better. What makes a person decide to make someone do something they 
don’t want to do. That’s just sick. Peer pressure can be so negative!

 However, have you ever considered the positives that come along 
with peer pressure? Don’t sit there and say “absolutely not! Peer pressure is 
always a bad thing!” Because you’re wrong. Sometimes when you’re hanging 
out with the right people, giving into peer pressure might not be so bad. Let’s 
say you’re friends with someone who loves showing school spirit and makes 
really good grades. They’re going to influence you and make you want to bet-
ter yourself. And then all of a sudden you’re going to all of the school activities 
and studying harder than you ever have before. Peer pressure isn’t always so 
bad, we just need to learn to use it in the right way.

Peer Pressure

Say no to drugs!

You are beautiful!

Working While Schooling?
Katelin Hamilton, Staff

Most teenagers work part-
time jobs. Some by force 

of their parents, some by for-
ce of their need for freedom 
and lack of their own money. 
There is always the question 
of whether or not students 
should be expected to work, 
as well as how many hours 
are too many for the avera-
ge teen to work and maintain 
a social life as well as grades 
and participate in athletics.  
 Truly it depends on 
the student. For example, I 
work 30 hours a week at Quik-
Trip. I am there every day with 
the exceptions of Tuesday’s, 
since  I have an evening TCC 
class, and Saturday’s. I still 
maintain all A’s. I will admit 
that I lack time for too much 
of a social life, but I believe my 
work somewhat doubles as it. I 

interact with people who come 
in and the people I work with 
are some of my best friends. I 
don’t think I miss out on much 
working the hours I do. Not to 
mention, getting $300 to spend 
how I want every week is pretty 
sweet. When I am in soccer in 
the spring, I will work around 
20-25 hours per week, but I 
still am able to fully participa-
te in sports as well as main-
tain my grades and social life.  
 For some students, 
this is not as easy of a feat. 
Some students struggle to 
keep their grades up with no 
other factors playing in, and 
some students spend 30 hours 
a week training and practicing 
sports. Regardless of this, gai-
ning work experience early on 
is very important. With no basic 
work experience, it is harder to 
get hired for positions with hig-
her pay and status. Employers 

will almost always hire someone 
with previous experience before 
they will hire someone with little 
to no experience in the workforce.  
 Parents should encou-
rage their children to work whi-
le they are in high school, before 
they depend on having a job to pay 
rent and support themselves. It is 
important that teens learn to ma-
nage their money, prioritize, and 
not depend on their parents to 
do so for them. or they will be far 
more likely to get themselves into 
financial issues early on in their 
adult life as well as later on in life. 
Whether it’s 30 hours or 10 hours, 
high school students benefit from 
having jobs in high school.

Dreams
Regan Wright, Staff 
 
 Speaking from a teenager’s point of view, I 
know for a fact that our all time favorite thing is sleep! 
When we come home and pass out from our complete 
and utter boredness, we do something called drea-
ming. Although they say you have control of it, some-
times you really don’t know what’s going on. Skeptics 
may not believe it, but dreams do have meanings! 
 For example, falling is a common dream that 
usually relates to anxiety, or finally letting go, which 
can actually be a good thing! Death is never a psychic 
prediction, but it could represnt change of something 
or someone.When you dream of people, it doesn’t 
matter if you know the person, you have seen them at 
least one time in your life. Your brain doesn’t create 
a person, but instead actually revisualized the person 
you may have took a glimpse at! The human brain is 
one of a kind!



Katelin Hamilton, Staff

Most teenagers work part-
time jobs. Some by force of their 
parents, some by force of their 
need for freedom and lack of 
their own money. There is always 
the question of whether or not 
students should be expected to 
work, as well as how many hours 
are too many for the average teen 
to work and maintain a social life 
as well as grades and participate 
in athletics. 

 Truly it depends on the 
student. For example, I work 
30 hours a week at QuikTrip. I 
am there every day with the ex-
ceptions of Tuesday’s, since  I 
have an evening TCC class, and 
Saturday’s. I still maintain all 
A’s. I will admit that I lack time 
for too much of a social life, but I 
believe my work somewhat dou-
bles as it. I interact with people 
who come in and the people I 
work with are some of my best 
friends. I don’t think I miss out 
on much working the hours I do. 
Not to mention, getting $300 to 
spend how I want every week 
is pretty sweet. When I am in 
soccer in the spring, I will work 
around 20-25 hours per week, 
but I still am able to fully partici-
pate in sports as well as maintain 
my grades and social life. 

For some students, this is not 
as easy of a feat. Some students 
struggle to keep their grades up 
with no other factors playing 
in, and some students spend 30 
hours a week training and prac-
ticing sports. Regardless of this, 
gaining work experience early on 
is very important. With no basic 
work experience, it is harder to 
get hired for positions with hig-
her pay and status. Employers 
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SPORTS

Katelin Hamilton, Staff

Kyle McCallum is a Sapulpa 
High senior. He is in drumline, 
and has been in band since the 
6th grade. He plays tenor and 
his favorite part about being in 
band is the respect he gets as 
well as being in everybody’s fa-
vorite part of the band: drumli-
ne. His status does not come 
without hard work, though. He 
practices 3 hours a day and says 
the worst part is how hard it is 
on your body. When asked what 
he would tell someone thinking 
of joining band, he simply said, 
“Join drumline.” 

Outside of band, Kyle is still 
a high school student. He thinks 
the best part about being a senior 
is graduating, and still being able 

to live at home. He wants to be 
a state trooper when he grows 
up because he feels the need to 
protect and serve. His worst ha-
bit is the perpetual drumming 
on everything. When asked if he 
would stop if he could, he said 
no. 

DAYLAN DURHAM
right guard
by Raven Avey

Last week senior Da-
ylan Durham, a.k.a. Bull, 
and I sat down to talk 
about football.  I began 
by asking him how long 
he has been in football, 
and he told me he’d been 
participating for nine 
years. “I always wan-
ted to play it when I was 
younger,” Daylan added. 
Then, I got into his future 
plans. He expressed that 
he feels “like college foot-
ball isn’t for me.” Lastly, 
Bull talked about some 
of his rituals and favori-

te parts of the game. He 
said that the most exci-
ting moment was “when 
you run out of the tunnel 
before a game and see the 
stands full, knowing all of 
those people are there to 
watch you and the team 
perform.” 

ANALYS GLODEN
pitcher and third base
by Beverly Gonzalez

Last week I  asked 
Analys Gloden, a pit-
cher in softball, a few 
questions. First, I asked 
when she started playing 
softball. She told me that 
she “started playing soft-
ball at the age of  6 years 
old”. Then I asked why 
she started playing soft-
ball, epecially os young 
and she said her mother 
played in high school and 
signed her up to play. She 
explained that her “posi-
tion is pitcher and third 
base and [her] number 

on the team is 5. I also 
asked her what her most 
exciting moment from 
her softball career was 
and she said that her 
“most exciting moment 
was when we won the 
MVP game in Dallas Na-
tionals. 

LATAVIA LYNCH
volleyball 
by Regan Wright

     I recently sat down with 
Latavia Lynch over some 
McChickens and Dr. Pep-
per, and asked her some 
questions about herself, 
and volleyball. She said 
that she “started when 
she was a freshman”. 
She said that her favori-
te thing about volleyball 
is “everything! I just love 
the sport”. Since I know 
Latavia has played sports 
in the past, I asked her 
what she wished volle-
yball had, and she replied 
with “contact, I wish I 

could just shove someo-
ne!” After we finished 
our beloved McDonald’s, 
I asked what her plans 
were after volleyball. She 
paused and said that af-
ter vollyeball she is going 
to be in track.

WHAT SONG ARE YOU LISTENING TO RIGHT NOW?

Rippin’ It Up - Jawga Boys
Austin Roberts - 11th Grade

Watch Me - Silento
Autumn Knight - 12th Grade

Shine On - NeedToBreathe
Autumn Knight - 12th Grade

KATELIN HAMILTON, Staff

As technology evolves and the 
legos of today’s youth are 

converted to the pixelated format 
of  MineCraft, parents, teachers, 
and other adults grow wary and 
concerned for their children. 
What effect are these video ga-
mes having on their young chil-
dren? Their concerns, since the 
parents were the first generation 
with any type of gaming conso-
les, are almost unanswerable. 
Technology, computers, and ga-
ming systems have developed 
leaps and bounds since the first 
personal gaming system was re-
leased. Since the youth of today 
are the first to be exposed to this 
type of technology while they 
still have so much neuroplastici-
ty, the effects are borderline un-
written. New concerns and be-
nefits are being discovered every 
day, and research is constantly 
developing and changing. 

 One concern of parents 
is that their child’s crea-

tivity will be affected. Since they 
spent their childhood days out-
side, creating their own realities 
entirely from their motor and 
occipital cortexes, they are wo-
rried that it will become a “use 
it or lose it” situation. This, for-
tunately, is not the case. Simply 

because the child does not use 
their imagination in the same way 
their parents did, does not mean 
they will have less creative ten-
dencies or imaginative abilities.  
 Video games are an out-
let. The player is given a format, 
a task, and endless ways to solve 
it. They have to use problem sol-
ving skills, and depending on the 
video game, use social skills to ask 
for help or communicate, or tea-
mwork to work toward a similar 
goal. All in all, video games provi-
de many positives and few negati-
ves. 

BEVERLY GONZALEZ, Staff

Video games are a negati-
ve influence because they 

can rob you of real life expe-
riences. Also, video games can 
be addictive if  you play them 
constantly. Video games can 
have an aggressive behavior 
effect on some people. If  you 
focus more on video games 
than school, you may have poor 
grades in school. You may have 
a lack of vitamin D for not going 
outside in the sun. You could 
also have changes in physical 
appearance from not getting 

the exercise that is  required on 
a daily basis. If  you find the  vi-
deo games too interesting, you 
will find yourself sleep-deprived.  
 One day it will come to 
you that playing video games has 
robbed you of full enjoyment of 
life.  You also have a deep desire 
to have a job, a family to support,  
and have a reality to achieve your 
life goals. Now, I know to make 
more time to do things beside just 
playing video games. We cannot 
and will not ban the creation of 
violent video games. But, we can 
prevent the distribution of the dis-
turbing games to children, where 
their effects can be negative. 

MS. MASSEY, Letter to the Editor

“I used to be an adventurer, like 
you, until I took an arrow in 

the knee.” Ah, what Skyrim pla-
yer doesn’t cringe at hearing that 
random comment thirty-five ti-
mes during a quest? Yes, I play 
Skyrim. I’ve also played Oblivion, 
Fallout 3, Spec Ops, Left for Dead 
1 and 2, the Halo games, Mass 
Effect series, Portal, Portal 2… 
The list goes on.  The only re-
markable thing, I’m an adult and 
a woman playing games that so-
ciety dictates should not appeal 
to me. What can I say? I’m a suc-
ker for awesome graphics and a 
good story line and if I get to use a 

Dragon to fast travel, even better. 
 Video games are a form 
of entertainment in the same way 
movies, TV, and books are enter-
tainment. Not all games are crea-
ted equal and there definitely is a 
more escapist feel to video games 
than to other entertainment me-
diums, but this in and of itself does 
not make them inherently evil. As 
adults, it’s easy to point a finger 
at video games and say they cau-
se our children to be desensitized 
and grumpy. It’s harder to moni-
tor what your children play, read 
and watch.  Or have a real con-
versation with your child about 
violence and other adult themes. 
If you buy your nine year old a 

game rated for a mature audience 
but then get upset at the gaming 
industry because your kid now has 
nightmares, who’s really to bla-
me? The industry provides proper 
labeling for game content, so it’s 
up to a parent to decide if that con-
tent is appropriate for their child. 
 Moderation is very key, 
young kids need more parental 
guidance in this aspect and there’s 
nothing wrong with setting limits 
to game play. No one needs to 
spend hours on end in front of any 
screen, computer, TV, or phone.  
Does it happen, yes. Occasiona-
lly when you get a new game you 
want to play it. A lot. And if it’s 
a challenging game it can make 

you grumpy if you have to repeat 
the same level because that stu-
pid Tank zombie decided to ap-
pear and take out half your crew 
just before the rescue boat finally 
shows up, I’m just saying. 

Pro/Con: Video Games
feat. Ms. Massey

Destinie Husman, Staff

 
Q: What are you looking 
forward to this season? 
“I am looking forward to 
everything about this season! We 
have a great group of leaders and 
some very hard working athletes!” 
Q: Who are the se-
niors on the team? 
“Our seniors are Nick Williams, 
Brady Patterson, Landon Swee-
ney, Shawn Parris, Charly Cer-
vantes, Monica Scott, Beth Ter-
hune, Brittany Terhune, Izzy 
Bacon, and Jamie Mathews.” 
Q: How many meets have you 
had, and where were they? 
“We have held our home meet 
at Kelly Lane Park, where both 
our varsity boys and girls won!” 
Q: Is there a quote you 
want your team to live by? 
“Our theme this year 
is ‘No excuses!’” 
 

Q: In your opinion, 
what sort of skills does 
cross country require? 
“Perseverance and determina-
tion are two skills that help an 
athlete be a successful cross cou-
ntry runner!”

Interview with Mrs. Williams

“Our theme this 
year is ‘no excuses!’”

Abbi Keeling, Staff

Okay, so I know you have 
heard of FFA. If you haven’t 

heard of us, you’ve seen us. We 
are the ones you see in the black 
skirt and heels with the blue cor-
duroy jackets. You might think 
we look a little goofy, but our offi-
cial dress is part of what defines 
us as FFA students. If you don’t 
know much about FFA, here’s 
a little crash course. No, we are 
not all going to be farmers. We 
are studying to become educa-
ted in the agriculture industry 
as well as become future leaders. 
We learn about the economy and 
how agriculture impacts it, lea-
dership skills and techniques, 
communication and life skills, as 
well as your basic and in depth 
information about livestock, 
plants, and the environment. 
We’re not just your everyday 
tractor and plow farmers, we’re 
future veterinarians, biologists, 
environmentalists, and engi-
neers among other things. 

    Now let’s talk a little 
about Sapulpa FFA. We offer 
a variety of classes to fit diffe-
rent interests, so here are a few: 
Animal Science, Horticulture, 
Agriculture Communications, 
Ag Mechanics, AG Structures, 
Equine Science, and of cour-

FFA se Intro into Ag Science. These 
classes combine book work with 
hands-on learning that really 
makes these classes fun and edu-
cational. Sapulpa FFA also offers 
some competitive programs such 
as speech contests, opening cere-
monies, essay contests, judging, 
as well as showing a livestock ani-
mal of your choice. They offer spe-
cial clinics and camps for many of 
the activities to advance your un-
derstanding and learning process! 
Although it isn’t for everyone, FFA 
can really fit a variety of people’s 
lifestyles. If you are interested in 
joining or learning more about 
it, ask an FFA member or one of 
our supervisors, Mr. Rose and Mr. 
Sam! 

Raven Avey, Staff

Broadcasting is a simple class, 
yes. But it also comes with a 

lot of hard work. If you are not 
able to dedicate yourself to this 
class, I would not recommend it 
for you. Broadcasting gets you in-
volved in a lot of after school ac-
tivities; especially when it comes 
to sports. You get to go out to the 
games and record them for the 
families at home who don’t get 
to go to the games themselves.  
 The students in the 
class love it. Mr. Haney is the 
instructor of the program and 
is a wonderful teacher. Some 
things we all have to learn to-
gether, and most we already 
know. You can watch the stream 
on sapulpachieftains.tv, our new 
website. Okpreps is the com-
pany that helps with the website, 
streaming, and fixing the elec-
tronic problems we have. This 
is the best class to take if you’re 
looking to getting into radio, tv, 
or even things like YouTube. It 
will teach you a lot. 

Broadcasting

Hoco Week: Hippy Day

Homecoming Masquerade

Katelin Hamiton

Beverly Gonzalez

Photography Spotlight:

by Erynn McCabe

will almost always hire someone 
with previous experience before 
they will hire someone with little 
to no experience in the workforce. 

Parents should encourage their 
children to work while they are in 
high school, before they depend 
on having a job to pay rent and 
support themselves. It is impor-
tant that teens learn to manage 
their money, prioritize, and not 
depend on their parents to do so 
for them, or they will be far more 

likely to get themselves into fi-
nancial issues early on in their 
adult life as well as later on in life. 
Whether it’s 30 hours or 10 hours, 
high school students benefit from 
having jobs in high school. 

Working in 
High School

Homecoming Parade

Abbi Keeling, Staff

Bowfishing is quic-
kly becoming more 
popular in our area. It 
is an intense version 
of fishing combining 
bowhunting with tradi-
tional fishing. If you’ve 
ever been on the lake at 
night and you have seen 
a boat with extremely 
bright lights around the 
front, chances are they 
are bowfishing. Whi-
le the most common 
way to bowfish is on a 
boat rigged up with a 

deck and bright lights 
at night, it is also very 
popular to bowfish on 
the banks of rivers and 
lakes, day or night, with 
either polarized glasses 
or a flashlight. Typica-
lly, you are looking for 
gar, carp, or Spoonbill 
if you haven’t reached 
your limit for the year. 
Summer is usually the 
best season to bowfish 
because you tend to 
catch fish spawning and 
nesting near the bank, 
making it easier to see 
them and obviously 

shoot. If you’re a little 
confused on the concept 
of bowfishing, here’s 
the rundown of how it 
works. No you do not 
shoot a normal game 
arrow and then attempt 
to catch the fish! You 
use a bow, usually a 
compound or recur-
ve (Although Oneida 
crosses are an option), 
specifically set up for 
fishing. It is equipped 
with a reel full of  line 
attached to a specially 
designed arrow and an 
arrow rest. You shoot at 

a fish, and if it is a suc-
cessful shot, you reel it 
in just like you would 
reel in on a normal fis-
hing pole! 

 

Alternative Sport: Bowfishing
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